
Setting and Maintaining Ethical
Boundaries

Competency
Educator sets and maintains ethical boundaries in their professional life.

Key Method
Educator develops a presentation that discusses the ethical spectrum and
how it relates to situations that may affect education and/or educators.

Method Components

Professional Codes of Ethics

A movement is growing within the greater P–12 and educator preparation
educational communities to ensure educators and prospective educators
understand how professional decision-making can impact the safety and
well-being of children, as well as the culture and mission of the school. Most
professions have a strong set of principles to guide decision-making around
these principles; in fact, all other professions have clear guidelines for
professional ethics. The education profession, however, has not adopted a
model code of conduct to assist educators with making ethical decisions
and to assist educator preparation program providers (EPPs) in preparing
their candidates to make ethical decisions. In the absence of a commonly
accepted set of ethical standards, the education profession has often
defaulted to judicial decisions and legislative action to govern the conduct
of its members.

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ Page 1 of 12
Educator Ethics Stack
Last Revised on Mar 17, 2022

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Code of Ethics vs. Code of Conduct

A professional code of ethics sets a higher threshold than regulatory codes
of conduct. A code of conduct provides absolutes for employment,
licensure, and/or criminal sanctions. The Model Code of Ethics for Educators
(MCEE), however, helps mitigate the risks inherent within the profession
and is designed as a guide for current and future educators to construct the
best course of action when faced with ethical dilemmas, providing a basis
for educator learning, self-reflection, and self-accountability.

The Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE)

The Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE) serves as a guide for future
and current educators faced with the complexities of P–12 education. The
establishment of this professional code of ethics by educators for educators
honors the public’s trust and upholds the dignity of the profession.

The  MCEE:
● Connects the aspirations of professional ethics with the day-to-day

realities of the practicing educator
● Facilitates a broad understanding of what constitutes best ethical

practice
● Helps ensure that educators are equipped with a framework for

ethical decision-making
● Provides a basis for conversations across the profession about the

importance of having a common language rooted in professional
ethics.

The Model Code of Ethics for Educators consists of five major principles
which broadly define critical dimensions of ethical practice expected of the
professional educator.

1. Responsibility to the Profession
2. Responsibility for Professional Competence
3. Responsibility to Students
4. Responsibility to the School Community
5. Responsible and Ethical Use of Technology

For additional information about the Model Code of Ethics for Educators,
the principles and performance indicators, please visit www.nasdtec.net.
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The “Ethical Spectrum”

● Examples of “green area” behavior (clear-cut behaviors that are
generally accepted)

● Examples of “red area” behavior(behaviors that are generally
determined to be unacceptable and/or illegal)

● Examples of the “yellow area” between the green and the red
(behaviors that are not clear cut and may depend on time and place)

● What it means by the statement, “Most educators operate in the
yellow.”

Educators today are increasingly working in arenas that do not have
clear-cut definitions of right and wrong.
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Submission Guidelines & Evaluation Criteria
To earn the micro-credential, you must receive a passing score in Parts 1 and 3,
and be proficient for all components in Part 2.

Part 1. Overview Questions (Provides Context)
300-500 words

Please answer the following contextual questions to help our reviewer
understand your current situation. Do not include any information that will
make you or others identifiable to our reviewers.

1. List your Career/Membership category, specific position and title,
number of years working in education and a basic description of your
worksite (grades, student population, demographics), community
information (urban/rural/suburban), and other relevant information.

2. Describe your current knowledge of ethics in education. Have you had
any training in educational ethics? How do you know if something is
ethical? Be sure to fully explain your response with examples and
details.

Passing: Responses completely answer each question and include specific
examples that clearly illustrate understanding. Writing is easy to organize
and understand.

Part 2. Work Examples/Artifacts/Evidence
To earn this micro-credential, please submit the following three artifacts as
evidence of your learning. Please do not include any information that will
make you  or your students identifiable to your reviewers.

Artifact 1: Ethical Spectrum
Draw  the “Ethical Spectrum”, then write at least 5 ethical situations that
have meaning to you and  place them in the correct spot on your drawing.
Your spectrum should include:

● one situation in the green area
● one situation in the red area
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● three situations in the yellow area
*You can either draw this by hand and take a picture for submission or do it
digitally using a tool of your choice.

Artifact 2: Two-Column Chart
Create a two-column chart that includes five ethical situations where
boundaries were crossed.

● In column 1, describe the situation.
● In column 2, list possible action(s) that could have been taken by the

individual and/or others to avoid negative outcomes.
Three of your five situations may be the ones you identified on your Ethical
Spectrum in the yellow area and how these “yellow situations” might move
into the red.

Artifact 3: Share Your Learning
Choose one of the options below to share your learning with other
educators.

● Option 1: Slideshow
(15-20 Sides)
Create a slideshow. Your presentation should include:

● A summary of the Educator Model Code of Ethics
● A definition of ethical boundaries
● Examples or scenarios of violations of ethical boundaries
● Why there is a need for educators to have a common

framework of decision-making and conduct for setting and
maintaining ethical boundaries

● An educator’s responsibility when he or she is aware that others
are crossing boundaries

● Guidelines and/or advice for setting and maintaining ethical
boundaries

● Risks to educators around violations of ethical boundaries
● Scenarios and opportunities for participants to role play and/or

discuss real-life application of setting and maintaining ethical
boundaries.

● Option 2: News Article
(500-800 words)
Write a news article to be featured in an education publication on
how boundaries in education have come into being today. Your article
should include:
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● The need to set and maintain ethical boundaries in education
● Examples of situations that violated ethical boundaries
● Current ongoing efforts to minimize risk to educators
● Advice to other educators for setting and maintaining ethical

boundaries
● Educator’s responsibility when they are aware that others are

crossing boundaries

Part 2. Rubric

Proficient Basic Developing

Artifact 1:
Ethical
Spectrum

Drawing is neat
and easy to read

And
includes:
-1 situation in the
green area
-1 situation in the
red area
-3 situations in
the yellow area.

Drawing is hard to
read

And/or
is missing one of
the following:
-1 situation in the
green area
-1 situation in the
red area
-3 situations in the
yellow area.

Drawing is
unreadable

And/or
is missing 2 or more
of the following:
-1 situation in the
green area
-1 situation in the
red area
-3 situations in the
yellow area.

Artifact 2:
Two-Column
Chart

Includes 5
ethical situations
where
boundaries were
crossed

And
all of the
following:
-column 1
describes the
situation
-column 2 lists
possible action(s)
that could have

Includes 3–4 ethical
situations where
boundaries were
crossed

And/or
one or more of the
following are
missing:
-column 1 describes
the situation
-column 2 lists
possible action(s)
that could have

Includes 1 or 2
ethical situations
where boundaries
were crossed

And/or
is missing all of the
following:
-column 1 describes
the situation
-column 2 lists
possible action(s)
that could have
been taken to avoid
negative outcomes.
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been taken to
avoid negative
outcomes.

And
no more than
three of your
situations were
from the ones
you identified on
your Ethical
Spectrum in the
yellow area.

been taken to avoid
negative outcomes.

And/or
more than three of
your situations were
from the ones you
identified on your
Ethical Spectrum in
the yellow area.

And
more of your
situations were
from the ones you
identified on your
Ethical Spectrum in
the yellow area.

Artifact 3
Option 1:
Presentation

Includes all of
the following
requirements:

15-20 slides

A summary of
the Educator
Model Code of
Ethics

A definition of
ethical
boundaries

Examples or
scenarios of
violations of
ethical
boundaries

Why there is a
need for
educators to
have a common
framework of
decision-making
and conduct for

Includes most of
the following
requirements:

15-20 slides

A summary of the
Educator Model
Code of Ethics

A definition of
ethical boundaries

Examples or
scenarios of
violations of ethical
boundaries

Why there is a need
for educators to
have a common
framework of
decision-making
and conduct for
setting and
maintaining ethical
boundaries

Includes only one or
two  of the
following
requirements:

15-20 slides

A summary of the
Educator Model
Code of Ethics

A definition of
ethical boundaries

Examples or
scenarios of
violations of ethical
boundaries

Why there is a need
for educators to
have a common
framework of
decision-making
and conduct for
setting and
maintaining ethical
boundaries
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setting and
maintaining
ethical
boundaries

An educator’s
responsibility
when he or she
is aware that
others are
crossing
boundaries.

Guidelines
and/or advice for
setting and
maintaining
ethical
boundaries

Risks to
educators
around violations
of ethical
boundaries

Scenarios and
opportunities for
participants to
role play and/or
discuss real-life
application of
setting and
maintaining
ethical
boundaries.

An educator’s
responsibility when
he or she is aware
that others are
crossing
boundaries.

Guidelines and/or
advice for setting
and maintaining
ethical boundaries

Risks to educators
around violations of
ethical boundaries

Scenarios and
opportunities for
participants to role
play and/or discuss
real-life application
of setting and
maintaining ethical
boundaries.

An educator’s
responsibility when
he or she is aware
that others are
crossing
boundaries.

Guidelines and/or
advice for setting
and maintaining
ethical boundaries

Risks to educators
around violations of
ethical boundaries

Scenarios and
opportunities for
participants to role
play and/or discuss
real-life application
of setting and
maintaining ethical
boundaries.

Artifact 3
Option 2:
News Article

Includes all of
the following
requirements:

Includes most of
the following
requirements:

Includes only one or
two of the following
requirements:
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The need to set
and maintain
ethical
boundaries in
education

Examples of
situations that
violated ethical
boundaries

Current ongoing
efforts to
minimize risk to
educators

Advice to other
educators for
setting and
maintaining
ethical
boundaries

Educator’s
responsibility
when they are
aware that
others are
crossing
boundaries.

The need to set and
maintain ethical
boundaries in
education

Examples of
situations that
violated ethical
boundaries

Current ongoing
efforts to minimize
risk to educators

Advice to other
educators for
setting and
maintaining ethical
boundaries

Educator’s
responsibility when
they are aware that
others are crossing
boundaries.

The need to set and
maintain ethical
boundaries in
education

Examples of
situations that
violated ethical
boundaries

Current ongoing
efforts to minimize
risk to educators

Advice to other
educators for
setting and
maintaining ethical
boundaries

Educator’s
responsibility when
they are aware that
others are crossing
boundaries.

Part 3 Reflection
(300–500 words)
Use the word count as a guide to write a personal reflection about your
work on this micro-credential.  For tips on writing a good reflection review
the following resource:

How Do I Write a Good Personal Reflection?

Please answer the following reflective question. Please do not include any
information that will make you identifiable to your reviewers.
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Within the realm of this micro-credential, based on your new
understanding of level of risk, what do you plan to do differently when
encountering risky situations, especially as you interact with students,
parents, community, and/or colleagues?

Passing: Reflection provides evidence that this activity has had a positive
impact on both educator practice and student success. Specific examples
are cited directly from personal and/or work-related experiences to support
claims. Also included are specific actionable steps that demonstrate how
new learning will be integrated into future practices.
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